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PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE,  1936-1937. 
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Alderman  S.  R.  A.  Wall. 

,,  A.  S.  Dutton. 

,,  F.  D.  Price. 

,,  Charles  Sconce. 

Councillor  J.  C.  Dalton. 

,,  J.  S.  Stanfield. 


Councillor  R.  W.  Dunn. 
Councillor  E.  E.  .Ashton. 

Members  : 

Councillor  A.  Char.mlev. 

,,  A.  Davies. 


,,  T.  M.  Hooson. 

,,  S.  Jane  Dunne. 

,,  Edith  Baty. 

,,  T.  J.  Davies. 

,,  F.  K.  Ewart. 

The  Mayor  (Alderman  R.  Matthewson,  J.P.)  is  an  ex-officio  member 
of  all  Committees  of  the  Council. 


STAFF  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFF! CERS— continued. 
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t Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 
* Certificate  Liverpool  University,  Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

§ Certificate  Liverpool  University,  Sanitary  Science, 
t Certificate  Central  Midwives  Board. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  upon  the  health  of  the 
City  in  1937.  The  vital  statistics  are  based  upon  a population  of 
44,610,  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General,  and  may  be  studied  in  detail 
in  the  report. 

The  subject  matter  of  the  report  will  indicate  the  extensive  and 
varied  nature  of  the  work  during  the  year. 

I have  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  information  from  the 
heads  of  various  departments  which  is  embodied  in  the  report.  The 
success  of  a department  depends  upon  the  team  work  and  loyal  support 
cf  the  staff  and  it  is  gratifying  that  this  spirit  is  very  evident  in  the 
Public  Health  Department. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  W.  LOBBAN, 

..  ..  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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CltP  anb  ^Tountp  of  the  of  Cheater. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  AREA. 


Area  in  Acres  4,142 

Population  (Registrar-General)  middle  of  1937  44,610 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  end  of  1937  from  Rate  Books,  11,770 

Rateable  Value  ;^388,422 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ;;^i,54i 


The  Secretary  of  the  Employment  Exchange,  Chester,  has  kindly 
furnished  me  with  the  following  particulars  of  unemployment  in  the 
City  in  1937.  The  total  number  of  unemployed  workpeople  on  the 
Employment  Exchange  registers  on  13th  December,  1937,  was  2,177 
increase  of  156  compared  with  1936.  The  register  of  2,177  included 
1,721  men,  350  women,  31  boys  and  75  girls. 

The  percentage  of  insured  workers  unemployed  on  the  13th 
December,  1937,  was  12.6  per  cent,  men,  10.3  per  cent,  women,  2.3  per 
cent  boys,  and  7.7  per  cent,  girls. 

There  was  a slight  decline  in  unemployment  in  engineering  and 
steel  and  iron  tra.des  and  in  public  works  contracting,  compared  with 
1936. 

In  spite  of  the  decline  towards  the  end  of  1937  the  general  im- 
provement in  employment  noted  during  recent  years  continued  during 
the  year. 

A large  proportion  of  the  workers  in  Chester  is  engaged  in 
industries  such  as  railway  and  transport  services,  hotels  and  catering 
trades,  distributive  trades,  and  in  Local  and  National  Government 
services. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  the  vital  statistics  of  the  year — 

The  estimated  population  of  the  City  at  the  middle  of  1937  as 
given  by  the  Registrar-General  was  44,610. 

Total.  P»f  10=0 


M. 

F. 

population. 

Live  Births 
Legitimate 

315 

310 

Birth  Rate  14.7 

Illegitimate 

15 

16 

Still  Births— 

-Rate  per 

1,000  total  births,  35.2. 
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13eath  Rate — Deaths  frorii  diseases  and  accidents  of  pregnancy  and 
parturition  : — 

Rate  per  looo  total 
Deaths,  (live  & still  bi'tho. 


from  sepsis  o o 

from  other  causes  3 4.4 


Total  ...  3 4.4 


Death  Rates  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  ; — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  59-6 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  59.2 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  64.5 


Xumber 

Ralr. 

j.)eaths 

from 

cancer  (all  ages)  

87 

1.9 

Deaths  from 

measles  (all  ages)  

4 

0.08 

Deaths 

from 

whooping  cough  (all  ages)  

0 

0.00 

Deaths 

from 

diarrhoea  (under  2 vears)  

2 

0.04 

THE  BIRTH  RATE. 

The  birth  rate  shows  a decrease  of  0.4  from  that  of  1936,  being 
14.7  compared  with  15.  i in  1936.  The  figures  for  the  last  five  years  are 
as  follows  : — 


England  and 
Wales. 

Smaller 

Towns 

Chester 

1933 

14.4 

M-5 

14.4 

1934 

14.8 

15.0 

16.0 

1935 

14.7 

14.8 

14.0 

1936 

14.8 

15.0 

1 5- 1 

1937 

14.9 

LS-3 

14.7 

STILL 

BIRTHS. 

There  were 

44  still  births  registered  in 

the  City  in  1937,  but  of 

these  only  24  belonged  to  Chester,  giving  a rate  of  35.2  per  1,000  total 
births. 


INFANT  DEATH  R.ATE. 

The  infant  death  rate  for  the  year  is  59.6  per  1,000  live  births, 
an  increase  of  8.3  from  last  year  which  was  the  lowest  on  record. 

1 here  were  39  deaths  in  infants  under  i year  compared  with  34  in 

J936. 

Of  these  39,  21  were  were  due  to  prematurity  or  congenital 
vlebility  and  8 to  pneumonia. 
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The  position  of  Chester  is  shown  in  the  following'  table  : — 


Enfland  and 
Wales. 

Smaller 

Towns. 

Chester. 

1932 

65 

58 

53-9 

1933 

64 

56 

67.7 

1934 

59 

53 

71.8 

1935 

57 

55 

75-8 

1936 

59 

55 

51-3 

1937 

58 

55 

59-6 

GENERAL  DEATH  RATE. 

The  deaths  of  Chester  residents  in  1937  numbered  634,  giving 
a death  rate  of  14.7  compared  with  13.9  in  1936. 

169  deaths  occurred  in  the  age  group  75  years  and  over,  repre- 
senting 26.6  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 

1 41  deaths  occurred  in  the  age  group  65-75  years,  representing 
22.2  per  cent,  of  deaths.  From  these  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
total  number  of  deaths  in  the  age  group  65  years  and  over  represents 
48.8  per  cent,  of  the  total  .deaths  compared  with  47  per  cent,  in  1936. 

Heart  disease  accounted  for  155  deaths  and  other  circulatory 
conditions  for  32  deaths.  Deaths  from  respiratory  diseases  numbered 
93,  of  which  69  were  due  to  pneumonia. 

Deaths  from  cancer  numbered  87.  Of  these,  15  were  m the  age 
group  75  years  and  over,  and  34  in  the  age  group  65-75  years 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  accounted  for  36  deaths  and  there  were 
8 deaths  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

With  regard  to  infectious  diseases  the  following  deaths  occurred — 
measles  4,  scarlet  fever  o,  whooping  cough  o,  diphtheria  7,  influenza  19. 

Suicide  accounted  for  10  deaths,  and  other  violence  for  18  deaths. 

The  comparison  of  Chester  with  the  figures  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General  for  England  and  Wales  and  smaller  towns  is  set  out 
below. 

The  crude  death  rate  has  been  multiplied  by  the  comparability 
factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General. 

England  ,ind  Smaller 

Wales.  Towni.  Chester. 

Il.g  __  14.7 


1937 


12.4 


lO 


Our  death  rates  from  infectious  diseases  are  given  in  the  follow- 
ing comparative  statement. 


England  and 
Wales. 

Smaller 

Towns. 

Chester. 

Enteric  Fever  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles  

0.02 

0.02 

0.08 

Scarlet  Fever  

O.OI 

0.01 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  

0.04 

0.03 

0.00 

Diphtheria  

0.07 

0.05 

0.15 

Influenza  

0-45 

0.42 

0.42 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  (per 
1,000  births 

5-8 

3-2 

3-04 

There  was  no  death  due 

to  puerperal 

sepsis,  but 

three  due 

other  puerperal  causes. 


These  rates  are  best  expressed  per  i,ooo  total  births  : — 

1937— 

England  and 
Wales  Chester 


Deaths  from  puerperal  sepsis  0.94  0.00 

Deaths  from  other  puerperal  causes  2.17  4-40 


X. —PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS.— (see  front  page). 

2.— (a)  LABORATORY  F.ACILITIES. 

There  is  a Corporation  laborator}?  in  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment in  which  suspected  material  sent  by  practitioners,  or  arising  in 
the  municipal  hospitals  or  clinics,  is  examined. 

In  addition,  samples  of  milk  are  examined  bacteriologically,  and 
those  samples  showing  adverse  counts  are  the  subject  of  advice  or  warn- 
ing to  the  vendor  or  producer.  In  this  way  140-150  samples  of  milk 
are  examined  yearly. 

Fortnightly  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  water  supply  are 
also  made,  each  individual  filter  bed,  the  mixed  waters,  water  from  a 
consumer’s  tap  and  from  the  River  being  examined. 

.A  chemical  examination  of  the  water  is  made  each  month. 

Samples  of  milk  and  specimens  requiring  guinea  pig  inoculation 
for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  are  sent  to  the  Pathological  Depart- 
ment, Chester  Royal  Infirmary. 
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'riie  following  is  a statement  of  the  work  done  during  the  year 


LAHOKATORY  WORK. 


Material. 

Examined  for 

Poiiti'e 

Nepati»e. 

TOTAL. 

Sputum 

Tubercle  bacillus 

99 

232 

331 

Sputum  ...  ...  Specified  organisms 

Swabs,  (Ear,  Nose  on 

I 

— 

I 

Throat) 

Diphtheria  bacillus 

134 

1598 

1732 

Swabs 

Specified  organisms 

5 

I 

6 

Rus, 

Specified  organisms 

12 

2 

14 

Urine 

General 

26 

28 

54 

T»  • • • > • • 

Paratyphoid  bacillus 

— 

2 

2 

Faeces 

Paratyphoid  bacillus 

I 

3 

4 

Hlood 

Widal  reaction 

2 

3 

5 

»>  • • • • • . 

Specified  organisms 

I 

I 

2 

Smear 

Cerebro — Spinal 

Gonococcus 

4 

5 

9 

Fluid 

Specified  organisms 

3 

1 1 

Plural  Fluid 

Specified  organisms 

4 

— 

4 

P'aeces 

Specified  organisms 

5 

I 

6 

)f  • ••  ... 

Occult  Blood 

I 

I 

2 

1 

Totals  ... 

298 

1888 

2186 

Samples  of  water  examined  bacteriologically  174 

Samples  of  water  examined  chemically  12 

Samples  of  bath  water  examined  bacteriologically  18 

Samples  of  milk  examined  bacteriologically  141 


Total  examinations 


2531 


(b)  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

Two  ambulances  are  provided  by  the  Corporation  for  general 
purposes  and  are  stationed  at  the  Fire  Station  where  a driver  is  always 
available.  At  the  Isolation  Hospital  two  ambulances  are  available  for 
infectious  diseases  and  al.so  a van  for  the  removal  of  infected  bedding. 
'I'he  ambulance  driver  resides  in  a lodge  at  the  Hospital. 

'I'he  ambulance  facilities  are  adequate  for  the  district. 

(c)  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

The  District  .Nursing  Association  carries  out  a considerable 
amount  of  valuable  and  highly  appreciated  work  in  Home  Nursing. 


I. 


2. 


3- 

4- 

5- 

6. 

7. 

8. 
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(d)  TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS. 

The  following  clinics  are  administered  by  the  Local  Authority  : — 


Situation. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Princess  Street  ... 
Clinic 

Maternity  and  Cliild  Welfare  Curzon  St.,Saltney 
Clinic 

Ante-Natal  Clinic  Princess  Street  ... 


Accommodation. 
Waiting  room,  weighing 
room,  consulting  room. 
Waiting  and  weighing 
room,  consulting  room. 
Waiting  room, 
consulting  room. 


School  Clinic  (inspection)  ...  ,.  „ 

School  Clinic  (treatment)  ...  ,,  >, 

Ultra  Violet  Ray  Clinic  ...  ,,  ,t 

Tuberculosis  Clinic  ...  2,  King’s  Buildings  ,, 

Venereal  Disease  Centre  ...  Chester  Royal  In-  Waiting,  treatment  and 

firmary  ablution  room. 


A Local  Committee  under  the  auspices  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society 
aud  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  administers  the 


Orthopaedic  after  care  Clinic  2,  King’s  Buildings  Waiting  room  and 

consulting  room. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

I.  Princess  Street  Clinic. — Two  sessions  are  held  weekly  and  a 
medical  officer  attends  for  consultation. 


The  babies  and  children  under  the  age  of  5 years  are  regularly 
weighed  and  records  of  progress  kept. 

When  necessary  children  and  mothers  are  seen  by  the  Medical 


Officer. 

The  following  attendances  were  made  during  the  year : — 

(a)  by  children  under  i year  of  age 3050 

(b)  by  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years  3781 

(c)  by  mothers  5515 


(2)  Saltney  Clinic. — The  same  Medical  Officer  attends  this  clinic 


which  meets  once  weekly. 

The  following  attendances  were  made  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  by  children  under  i year  , 613 

(b)  by  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years  953 

(c)  by  mothers  , 1334 

The  following  were  the  consultations  with  the  Medical  Officer  : — 

Princoss  street.  Saltney. 

First  visits  of  children  under  i year  ...  326  54 

Subsequent  visits  3050  613 

Children  (i — 5 years)  first  visits  ......  118  18 

Subsequent  visits  3781  953 

Mothers  (consultations)  43  8 


13 


A voluntary  body — the  Chester  Infant  Welfare  Committee  have  a 
rota  of  voluntary  workers  who  attend  these  clinics  and  provide  tea,  etc., 
for  the  mothers. 

In  addition,  garments,  etc.,  for  babies  are  provided  for  necessitous 

cases. 

During  the  year  outings  are  held  for  the  mothers  and  teas  at 
Christmas. 

The  work  of  this  Committee  is  much  appreciated. 

(3)  Ante-Natal  Clinic. — The  ante-natal  clinic  is  held  once  a week 
under  the  charge  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer. 

Expectant  mothers  are  examined  and  advised,  and  the  midwife 
interested  in  the  case  is  written  to  if  not  present. 

During  the  year  the  Medical  Officer  has  seen  178  mothers  who 
have  paid  441  visits. 

Cases  were  sent  to  Hospital  if  requiring  special  treatment,  or  if 
the  home  conditions  were  such  as  to  contra  indicate  home  confinement. 

.■\nte-natal  clinics  are  also  held  at  the  Maternity  Hospital  and 
City  Hospital. 

Attendance  at  these  clinics  arc  detailed  below  : — 


Maternity  Hospital — 

Number  of  mothers  seen  17 1 

Number  of  attendances  504 

City  Hospital — 

Number  of  mothers  seen  , 128 

Number  of  attendances  , 590 


The  total  attendances  at  ante-natal  clinics  in  the  City  represents 
^7-73  t:cnt.  of  total  notified  births. 

(4)  The  School  Clinic  (Inspection)  meets  every  School-day  and  is 
in  charge  of  the  Deputy  School  Medical  Officer. 

(5)  The  School  Clinic  (Treatment)  meets  on  Tuesdays,  Wednes- 
days and  Fridays  and  is  under  the  charge  of  the  same  medical  officer. 


(6)  Ultra  Violet  Ray  Clinic. 

Total  number  attending  during  the  year  : — 

Children  under  .school  age  18 

Children  of  school  age  14 

Adults  I 

Total  number  of  attendances  made  828 

.Average  number  of  attendances  of  each  patient  25 
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Summary  of  conditions  under  school  age — 

Debility  7 

Malnutrition  3 

Neck  Glands  i 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  3 

Otorrhea  2 

Rickets  2 

Summary  of  conditions  over  5 years — 

Debility  4 

Malnutrition  i 

Asthma  , 2 

Neck  Glands  5 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  i 

Branchial  Catarrh  i 

(7)  The  Tuberculosis  Clinic  meets  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays  at 
II  a.m.  and  on  Thursdays  at  6 p.m. 

The  number  of  patients  on  the  Dispensary  Register  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  267 

Number  of  new  cases  examined  82 

Number  of  contacts  examined  , 30 

Number  of  attendances  at  the  Dispensary  225 

Number  of  attendances  at  Cheshire  Joint  Sanatorium  for 

refills  in  artificial  pneumothorax  79 

Number  of  visits  of  tuberculosis  officer  to  homes  56 

Number  of  “T.B.  plus”  cases  on  the  Register 94 

Number  of  visits  of  nurses  to  tuberculous  persons  (including 

those  under  Tuberculosis  Regulations)  1340 

Number  of  X-ray  examinations  made  90 

(8)  Venereal  Diseases  Centre  : — 

The  following  sessions  are  held  : — 

Monday  (5—7  p.m.)  female. 

Wednesday  (5 — 7 p.m.)  male. 

Thursday  (5 — 7 p.m..)  female. 

Saturday  (12 — 2 p.m.)  male. 

The  clinic  is  open  all  day  for  irrigations,  and  trained  assistants 
are  in  attendance. 

The  clinic  is  a joint  one  for  Chester  and  the  Counties  of  Cheshire 
and  Flintshire. 
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The  following  is  a table  of  the  work  done  in  1937  : — 


Syphilis 

Gonorrheea. 

Conditions 
other  than 

Total. 

F 

M 

F 

Ven 

M 

sreal. 

F 

M 

F 

Number  of  Cases  at  beginning  of  year 

68 

46 

146 

59 

— 

6 

214 

III 

Number  attending  for  first  time  1937  ... 

53 

24 

109 

42 

18 

8 

180 

74 

Ceased  to  attend  or  transferred  to 

other  centres  

25 

12 

51 

26 

— 

— 

76 

38 

Discharged 

10 

7 

47 

19 

9 

7 

66 

33 

Number  under  treatment  at  end  of 

year  

86 

51 

157 

59 

9 

7 

252 

117 

The  following  is  the  number  of  Chester  patients  attending  during 
the  year  for  the  last  five  years  : — 


IQ33 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

Syphilis  

13 

15 

13 

17 

22 

Gonorrhea  

Conditions  other  than 

70 

47 

49 

45 

28 

venereal 

9 

10 

3 

6 

8 

The  number  of  attendances  made  by  Chester  patients  was  2,988, 
and  the  number  of  in-patient  days  was  339. 

(9)  The  Orthopaedic  After-Care  Clinic  meets  once  a week  when 
the  cases  are  seen  by  the  specialist  staff  of  the  Robert  Jones  and  Agnes 
Hunt  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Oswestry.  During  the  year  230  cases  were 
under  treatment  and  they  made  1,006  attendances. 


The  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 

Arthritis  

Congenital  Deformities  

Claw  foot  

Erb’s  Palsy  

Flat  foot  

Hallux  Rigidus  

Hallux  Valgus  

Injuries  

Knock  Knees  

Osteomyelitis  '. 

Poliomyelitis  

Rickets  

Postural  Defects  

Scoliosis  •••••• 


■ 5 

23 

9 
. 2 

31 

. I 

• 4 

17 

28 

I 

13 

20 

3 

5 


i6 


Spastic  diplegia  — 

Spastic  hemiplegia  8 

Spastic  monoplegia  i 

Spastic  paraplegia  4 

Surgical  tuberculosis  18 

Query  Surgical  Tuberculosis  — 

Torticollis  , 2 

Perthe’s  Disease  i 

Coxa  Vara  i 


Others  23 


On 

Books 

1/1/37 

. 

Admitted 

during 

1937 

No  Treated 
during 

1937 

Discharged 

during 

i9o7 

On  Books 
31112,(37 

Attendances 

during 

1937 

Under  5 years  . ... 

47 

29 

76 

32 

Active 

Treat- 

ment 

44 

AppHance 

Super- 

vision 

381 

5 — 16  years  ... 

59 

15 

74 

3r 

43 

— 

299 

16  years  and  over  ... 

48 

14 

62 

20 

28 

14 

183 

Tubercular  Cases 

(all  ages) 

18 

18 

3 

13 

2 

143 

Totals 

172 

58 

230 

86 

128 

16 

1006 

I have  to  thank  most  cordially  once  again  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society  and  the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem'  whose  enthusiasm  and 
help  combine  to  make  a success  of  the  clinic. 


Much  good  work  is  done  in  after-care  of  cripples  by  the  Members 
of  these  societies. 


During  1937  there  were  14  Chester  patients  sent  by  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  and  Education  Committee  and  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  to  the  Robert  Jones  and  the  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic  Hospital, 
Oswestry,  and  7 remained  from  1936. 

These  patients  spent  2,594  in-patient  days  in  hospital. 

The  stalf  of  the  Hospital  continue  to  co-operate  with  the  Medical 
Staff  of  the  Local  Authority  in  the  most  helpful  manner. 


(e)  HOSPITALS. 


Name.  Situation.  Purpose. 

Chester  Royal  City  General 

Infirmary 

City  Hospital  ...  City  General 

Maternity  Hospital...  City  Maternity 

Cheshire  Joint  Market  Drayton  Pulmonary 

Sanatorium  Tuberculosis 


No,  of 
Available 
beds. 

225 

288 

8 


250 


Pro- 
portion 
used  by 
City 

Residents.  Management. 
i Voluntary 

Agency 
iff  Local 

.Authority 
g Voluntary 

Agency 

trV  Joint 

Committee 
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Pro- 
portion 
No.  of  u»ed  by 
Available  City 


Name. 

Situation. 

Purpose. 

Beds. 

Residents 

Manafament. 

Robert  Jones  and 
Agnes  Hunt  Ortho- 
paedic Hospital 

Gobowen 

Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis 
and  other 
crippling  con- 
ditions 

300 

1 

JJ 

Voluntary 

Agency 

Isolation  Hospital  ... 

I mile  from 
centre  of  City 

Infectious 

Diseases 

64 

5 

¥ 

Local 

Authority 

Tuberculosis 

Pavilion,  Sealand 

t)  t) 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

26 

s 

Local 

Authority 

Smallpox  Hospital ... 

It  11 

Smallpox 

10 

Local 

Authority 

Cheshire  Joint  Board 
for  Mentally 
Defective 

Holmes  Chapel 

Mental 

Defectives 

318 

1 

Tty 

Joint  Board 

The  location  and  amount  of  bed  accommodation  for  various 
conditions  is  given  where  possible  in  the  following  table  : — 


Chester 

Royal 

Infirmary, 

City 

Hospital. 

Maternity 

Hospital. 

Cheshire 

Joint 

Sanatorium. 

Robert  Jones 

and 

Agnes  Hunt 
Orthopredic 
Hospital. 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Chester. 

Cranage 

Hall 

General  Medical 

M 

16 

42 







— 

- 

V t • • • 

F 

16 

33 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

General  Surgical 

M 

62 

26 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11  • • • 

F 

38 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gynaecological 

... 

^5 

-t 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Children 

. . . 

26 

62 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Maternity 

• • . 

— 

33 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Venereal  Diseases 

M 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary 

M 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

— 

10 

— 

F 

— 

— 

— 

4* 

— 

16 

— 

Tuberculosis  Non-Pulmon. 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

t 

— 

— 

>1  M 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

t 

— 

— 

Chronic  Sick  ... 

M 

— 

34 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

n ...  ... 

F 

— 

36 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Orthopaedic 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

t 

— 

— 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

t 

— 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

M 

-t 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

t»  • • * 

F 

5 

-t 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

.. 

-t 

-t 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmic 

M 

6 

-t 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

6 

— t 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

Infectious  Diseases  ... 

• . • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

64 

— 

Private  Wards 

. • . 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mental  Defectives 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

1)  ... 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Isolation  Wards 

. . . 

'■ "" 

15 

• Beds  used  by  Chester  Local  Authority,  f Beds  given  as  required 
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Chester  Royal  Infirmary. 

The  Royal  Infirmary  is  fully  st ailed,  with  special  departments  in 
radiology,  ear,  nose  and  throat,  ophthalmology  and  gynaecology,  and 
also  for  the  treatment  of  cancer  with  radium.  There  are  225  beds. 
During  the  year  the  Psychiatric  clinic  mict  weekly  on  Thursdays  at 
3 p.m.  During  1937  53  patients  had  attended,  14  of  these  being 
Chester  patients.  The  total  number  of  attendances  was  150  of  which 
51  were  made  by  Chester  patients.  Beds  required  by  the  clinic  can  be 
liad  by  arrangement  with  the  Honorary  Medical  Staff. 

The  City  Hospital. 

During  the  year  the  X-ray  plant  was  installed  and  a radiographer 
appointed. 


The  number  of  admissions, 

-Vdmissions  

Births  

Discharges  

Surgical  operations  


etc.,  has 

shown  an 

increase. 

1935 

1936 

1927 

1377 

1529 

1832 

120 

173 

195 

1201 

1362 

*578 

156 

270 

330 

Statistics  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1937  : 

Number  of  admissions  

Number  of  women  confined  in  hospital  

Number  of  live  births  

Number  of  Still  births  

Number  of  deaths  among  newly  born  

Total  number  of  deaths  under  i year  

Number  of  maternal  deaths  

Total  number  of  deaths  

Total  number  of  discharges  

Duration  of  stay — 

(a)  under  4 weeks  

(b)  4 to  13  weeks  

(c)  13  weeks  and  over  

•Average  number  of  beds  occupied  

(a)  highest  2c 

(b)  lowest  J2 

Surgical  operations  under  general  anaesthetic  

Number  of  abdominal  sections  


1832 

195 

178 

17 

10 

24 

3 

226 

1578 

1109 

340 

165 

..., 188 

(6/2/37) 

(27/77/37) 

330 

40 
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Isolation  Hospital. 

rhere  are  64  be.ds  for  infectious  diseases  in  four  blocks  of  build- 
ings, v.  ith  10  wards  and  26  beds  lor  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  There  is 
a discharge  block,  a modern  laundry,  disinfecting  station  and  a 
mortuary. 

The  staffing  comprises  a Matron,  four  sisters,  five  staff  nurses 
and  14  probationers,  with  domestic  staff  and  laundry  staff. 

The  male  staff  consists  of  an  ambulance  driver  who  resides  in  a 
lodge  adjacent  to  the  hospital,  an  engineer  and  a gardening  assistant. 

During  the  year  466  patients  were  admitted  to  hospital,  an  in- 
crease of  25  from  1936. 

City  cases  numbered  382,  while  cases  from  outside  authorities 
numbered  84. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Cases  of  scarlet  fever  from  the  City  numbered  185,  while  there 
were  9 cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  rubella,  and  10  of  scarlet  fever  and 
chicken  pcx. 

Cases  from  other  areas  numbered  26. 

There  were  no  deaths. 

Diphtheria. 

During  the  year  92  City  cases  were  admitted  in  addition  to  4 City 
cases  of  nasal  diphtheria,  and  21  cases  of  tonsilitis  sent  in  as  diphtheria. 

Cases  from  other  areas  numbered  23  in  addition  to  2 of  nasal 
diphtheria  and  8 of  tonsilitis  sent  in  as  diphtheria. 

The  number  of  deaths  was  7 (6  City  and  i from  outside). 

Deaths  in  City  cases — 

1.  .Admitted  on  4th  day  of  disease,  died  5th  day  after  admission. 

2.  .Admitted  in  a very  toxic  condition  and  died  within  24  hours 
of  admission. 

3.  Broncho-pneumonia  present  as  a complication  and  the  patient 
died  on  the  5th  day  after  admission. 

4.  Admitted  on  5th  day  of  disease  and  died  in  the  6th  week  after 
admission  from  extensive  paralysis. 


20 


5-  Admitted  on  4th  .day  of  disease,  extensive  membrane  present 
and  died  on  the  3rd  day  after  admission. 

6.  A laryngeal  case  which  died  of  sudden  heart  failure  on  the 
2nd  day  after  admission. 

Outside  case — 

There  was  a haemorrhagic  case  which  died  on  the  6th  day  after 
a.dmission. 

The  remaining  cases  were  typhoid  2,  bronchitis  (notified  typhoidl 
I,  whooping  cough  i,  mumps  i,  measles  20,  pleurisy  and  pneumonia  i, 
rubella  2,  influenza  i,  broncho-pneumonia  i,  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  2. 

Cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  numbered  54  (37  City  and 
17  County). 

The  following  is  a detailed  statement  of  the  deaths  in  hospital : — 

City.  Other.  'I'otal. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  15  2 17 

Diphtheria. 61  7 

Measles  and  Broncho-pneumonia  20  2 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  10  i 

Typhoid  01  i 

Totals  ...  24  4 28 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  admissions  : — 


1937. 

Pulnion. 

ary 

Tuber- 

culous 

Scarlet 

Ftver. 

Diph 

theria. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Puer- 

peral 

Fever 

and 

Pyrexia. 

Whoop- 

ing 

Cnigh. 

liteasles 

Other 

Con- 

ditions. 

Total. 

Chester 
County  of 

37 

204 

96 

I 

... 

I 

17 

26 

CO 

00 

K) 

Cheshire 

17 

■ • • 

• •• 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

17 

Tarvin 

13 

9 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

22 

Hoole 

1 1 

6 

. • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

19 

Ha  war  den  ... 

I 

- ••• 

r 

• • • 

• • • 

I 

3 

Flint 

• • • 

8 

. • 

• • • 

5 

13 

R.A.F. 

> • • 

2 

• • ■ 

• • • 

2 

4 

8 

Other 

I 

... 

... 

... 

I 

2 

Total  ... 

54 

230 

121 

2 

... 

I 

20 

38 

466 

2. 

(i)  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT,  1929. 

No  further  step  has  been  taken  to  make  a declaration  under  this 


Act. 
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(2)  POOR  LAW  MEDICAL  OUT-RELIEF. 

The  work  has  been  carried  on  as  formerly  by  a part-time  district 
Medical  Officer. 

(3)  INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  THE  CARE  OF 
MENTAL  DEFECTIVES. 

The  total  accommodation  available  for  Chester  patients  in 


Cranage  Hall  is  as  follows  : — 

High  Grade  female  18 

High  Grade  male  lo 

Lowest  Grade  female  2 

Lowest  Grade  male  2 

Total  ...  32 


There  are  still  Chester  patients  in  Institutions  in  various  parts  of 
the  country.  These  cases  will  be  transferred  to  Cranage  on  further 
extensions  being  completed. 

3.  (i)  MIDWIFERY  AND  MATERNITY  SERVICES. 

The  work  of  the  Maternity  unit  of  the  City  Hospital  has  again 
shown  an  increase.  In  comparison  with  173  cases  delivered  in  1936 
the  figure  for  1937  is  195. 

There  was  one  case  of  puerperal  pyrexia  among  the  women 
confined. 

There  were  three  maternal  deaths  during  the  year.  The  causes 
of  death  were  as  follows  : — 

1.  Acute  cardiac  failure,  anaemia,  placenta  praevia. 

2.  Uraemia,  chronic  nephritis,  pregnancy  kidney. 

3.  Obstetrical  shock,  prolonged  instrumental  labour,  persistent 
rxrcipito-posterior. 

There  were  17  still  births  and  5 deaths  of  children  within  10  days 
of  birth.  These  were  4 prematurity,  and  i asphyxia  livida. 

Cases  of  pregnancies  with  complications  are  admitted  from 
Merionethshire  by  arrangement  with  the  County  Council. 

.\t  the  Chester  Maternity  Hospital  146  cases  were  admitted  during 
the  year  compared  with  161  in  1936. 

'I'hcre  were  two  cases  of  puerperal  fever  and  one  of  puerperal 
pyrexia. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

Still  births  numbered  four  and  there  were  three  deaths  of  infants 
within  10  days  of  birth.  Prematurity  i,  heebleness  2. 
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The  work  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  and  Ante- 
hatal  Clinic  has  been  discussed  earlier  in  the  report. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Enquiry  is  made  into  the  circumstances  of  all  cases  of  puerperal 
fever  or  pyrexia  including  a statement  from  the  doctor  and  nurse  attend- 
ing. The  nurse  in  attendance  is  limited  to  the  case  until  recovery  or 
removal  to  Hospital  when  she  and  her  instruments  are  disinfected  before 
returning  to  duty. 

MILK  (MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN)  ORDER,  1918. 

Milk  has  been  supplied  free  to  2,805  applicants  during  the  year, 
125  more  than  in  1936 — 174  of  these  were  first  applications. 

The  means  of  those  applying  for  milk  are  carefully  checked,  and 
the  mothers  and  children  attend  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics 
unless  special  circumstances  are  such  as  to  prevent  this. 

DENTAL  TREATMENT. 

Dental  Treatment  was  provided  for  nursing  and  expectant 
mothers.  The  treatment  is  either  free,  or  subject  to  part  payment, 
according  to  the  means  of  the  family. 

Seven  cases  were  treated  during  the  year. 

MIDWIVES. 

Sixteen  midwives  signified  their  intention  to  practise  during  1937, 
but  of  this  number  certain  were  employed  by  various  authorities  during^ 
the  year  under  the  Midwives  Act,  1936. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  was  the  position  : — 

City  Hospital  4 midwives.  Maternity  Hospital  4 midwives,  Joint  Com- 
mittee for  Midwives  Act,  1936,  6,  private  practice  4.  Total  18. 

MIDWIVES  ACT,  1936. 

It  was  decided  to  utilise  the  services  of  the  Maternity  Hospital 
and  District  Nursing  Association.  This  body  had  two  district  midwives 
in  practice  and  it  was  decided  to  augment  the  stalf  by  four  midwives, 
making  a total  of  six  in  all. 

Three  of  the  midwives  in  private  practice  in  Chester  were 
appointed  and  a member  of  the  staff  of  the  Maternity  Hospital  completed 
the  number. 

The  Midwives  Act  under  a Joint  Committee  of  representatives 
of  the  District  Nursing  Association  and  Public  Health  Committee. 

All  midwives  are  seen  at  least  once  a year,  and  their  records 
and  instruments,  etc.,  examined  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and 
on  special  occasions,  should  the  need  arise. 
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Under  the  provisions  of  the  Midwives  Act  the  Local  Authority 
paid  the  whole  or  part  of  the  doctor’s  fee  when  called  in  an  emergency 
by  the  midwife  in  72  cases,  an  increase  of  29  from  last  year. 


Artificial  Feeding.  27  notifications  were  received  during  the 


year. 

Total  number  of  births  notified  , 926 

(of  these  8 were  notified  late,  6 by  doctors,  and  2 by  midwives) 

Cases  attended  and  delivered  by  doctors  87 

Cases  attended  and  delivered  by  midwives  614 

Number  of  still  births  (24  cases  belonged  to  Chester)  44 


Of  the  614  births  attended  by  midwives,  in  104  cases  some  con- 
dition arose  requiring  the  calling  in  of  Medical  help  either  for  the  mother 
or  infant.  This  is  an  increase  of  7 from  last  year. 


The  reasons  for  requiring  help  were  as  follows  : — 

Feebleness  of  child  

Prolonged  labour  or  malpresentation  

Complications  before  labour  ,. 

Complications  during  labour  

Complications  after  labour  

Rise  of  temperature  

Discharge  from  the  eyes  

Deformity  of  infant  

Lacerated  perinaeum  

Abortion  

Prematurity  

Skin  eruption  


1 1 
. 8 
15 
13 

10 

9 

4 
. 2 

24 

. 6 

I 

, I 


The  City  Council  has  a scheme  for  compensation  to  midwives 
whose  cases  after  reference  by  them  to  the  City  Ante-natal  Clinic  were 
subsequently  admitted  to  hospital  for  confinement. 


(2)  INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  MOTHERS  AND 

CHILDREN. 

The  Maternity  Hospital  and  the  City  Hospital  are  open  to  receive 
both  married  and  unmarried  women  for  confinement.  1 here  is  ample 
accommodation  at  the  City  Hospital  for  women  in  need  of  ante-natal 
in-patient  treatment. 

During  the  year  accommodation  was  available  for  healthy  children 
up  to  the  ago  of  3 years  in  the  City  Hospital,  and  over  three  years  such 
children  are  accommodated  in  the  Childrens  Home,  Wrexham  Road, 
Chester. 
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Marasmic  and  ailing  babies  are  admitted  to  the  Children’s  Ward 
at  the  City  Hospital. 


(3)  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

The  number  of  health  visitors  is  six. 

The  Health  Visitors  made  the  following  visits  : — 

Primary  Births  Visits  

Return  Visits  ,. 

Visits  to  Children  (i — 5 years)  , 

Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  

Other  visits  

Visits  to  Midwives  , 


..  714 
4183 
11493 
- 857 
• 1357 
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The  visits  to  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  shown  elsewhere  in  the 

report. 


(4)  INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION  (CHILDREN  AND 
YOUNG  PERSONS  ACT,  1932). 

This  Act  is  administered  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Sub-Committee  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

The  register  is  kept  in  the  Public  Health  Department  where  all 
notifications  are  sent. 

The  number  of  children  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  thirteen. 


(5)  ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT. 

As  in  former  years  this  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Orthopaedic 
After-Care  Committee  and  the  Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopae- 
dic Hospital,  Oswestry.  Fuller  details  of  this  work  will  be  found  else- 
where in  the  report. 

4-  MATERNITY  HOMES. 

There  are  six  Maternity  Homes  in  Chester  which  are  also  Nursing 
Homies  in  addition  to  the  Maternity  Hospital. 

These  have  been  inspected  during  the  year. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

I.  WATER. 

Chester  continues  to  have  an  abundant  water  supply.  Since  the 
adoption  of  modern  methods  of  purification  the  standard  of  purity 
obtained  has  been  remarkably  good.  The  standard  taken  is  the  absence 
of  bacillus  coli  from  100  c.c.  of  water. 

On  no  occasion  during  the  year  was  bacillus  coli  found  in  the 
water  as  supplied  to  the  consumer. 
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The  water  in  addition  to  bi-monthly  bacteriological  examinations 
is  examined  chemically  once  in  a month.  These  arc  as  follows  : — 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  construction  of  a new 
sewerage  scheme  for  the  Blacon  area  which  was  added  to  the  City  on 
the  ist  April,  1936.  By  the  end  of  1937  the  scheme  was  nearly  com- 
pleted and  it  is  anticipated  many  cesspools  will  shortly  be  abolished. 
In  addition  improvement  has  been  made  on  the  Deeside  area  particulars 
of  which  are  given  in  this  report. 

Blacon  Sewerage  Scheme. 

When  the  City  Boundaries  were  extended  in  1936  to  include, 
amongst  other  areas,  the  Parish  of  Blacon,  this  District  was  completely 
unsewered  and  conditions  were  so  bad  that  a scheme  of  main  drainage 
was  put  in  hand  at  once.  The  scheme  adopted  was  on  the  separate 
system  in  order  to  reduce  to  a minimum  the  flow  to  the  sewage  works 
where  it  would  require  to  be  lifted  to  higher  levels  for  treatment. 

In  the  design  of  the  scheme  all  branch  joint  sewers  were  brought 
together  in  Saughall  Road  at  a point  opposite  The  Lodge  and  Saughall 
Drive  and  from  this  point  a main  outfall  sewer  was  laid  to  the  sewage 
works  in  Sealand  Road.  This  sewer  was  for  the  main  part  27  inches 
in  diameter  but,  for  its  last  400  yards  where  it  was  laid  on  the  line  of  a 
future  duplication  of  the  Northern  intercepting  sewer,  it  was  increased 
to  42  inches  in  diarneter.  The  whole  of  the  27  inches  and  42  inches 
lengths  were  laid  in  steel  tubes  as  this  was  the  only  pipe  suitable  for 
laying  in  a sub-soil  of  running  sand  of  the  worst  possible  type.  From 
The  Lodge,  Saughall  Road,  three  main  branch  out-fall  sewers  were 
laid.  The  first  being  along  Saughall  Drive  under  the  Railway  Bridge 
by  the  road  to  Blacon  Hall  Farm,  thence  along  the  fields  North  of  the 
Railway  to  Saughall  Road  near  Blacon  Station  from  which  point  the 
sewer  was  continued  along  Saughall  Road  nearly  as  far  as  the  City 
Boundary  by  Mayfield  Road.  The  size  of  pipes  used,  which  were 
pre-cast  concrete  varied  from  30  inches  to  9 inches  in  diameter.  The 
second  branch  runs  along  Saughall  Road  to  Highfield  Road  near  Blacon 
Station.  These  pipes,  also  of  precast  concrete  are  15  inches,  12  inches 
and  9 inches  in  diameter. 

The  third  branch  traverses  along  the  bottom  of  the  old  river 
bank  in  open  fields  above  ground  on  concrete  piers  to  Blacon  Point 
where  it  enters  the  higher  ground  and  continues  along  the  line  of  the 
main  road  of  Blacon  Point  Estate  to  Oakfield  Road.  The  portion  of  this 
sewer  above  ground  is  21  inches  in  diameter  and  is  constructed  in  steel 
tubes  supported  on  concrete  piers  at  49  feet  intervals.  Such  piers  reach 
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a maximum  height  of  ten  feet  and  adequate  provision  Is  made  in  the 
pipes  for  expansion  due  to  the  heat  of  the  sun.  The  remaining  portion 
of  this  branch  is  constructed  of  concrete  pipes  varying  in  diameter  from 
21  inches  to  15  inches  and  one  length  of  400  yards  which  has  a maximum 
depth  of  27  feet  was  constructed  in  heading. 

The  surface  water  sewers  of  this  area  discharge  into  existing 
watercourses  at  three  points.  The  sewer  in  Saughall  Road  from  Blacon 
Station  increases  in  diameter  from  12  inches  to  18  inches  at  the  foot  of 
the  old  river  bank  where  it  dicharges  into  a wide  open  ditch.  The 
surface  water  sewer  in  Saughall  Road  from  Mayfield  Road  follows  the 
line  of  the  foul  sewer  described  above,  and  after  passing  through  fields 
North  of  the  Railway  and  under  the  Railway  Bridge  discharges  into  a 
branch  of  Finchetts  Gutter  at  a point  some  350  yards  across  the  fields 
from  Saughall  Road.  The  size  of  pipes  in  this  branch  outfall  incerases 
from  9 inches  to  36  inches  in  diameter. 

The  third  drainage  area  is  that  of  the  Blacon  Point  Estate  which 
is  drained  by  a surface  water  sewer  commencing  at  the  end  of  Oakfield 
Road  21  inches  in  diameter,  runs  parallel  to  the  foul  sewer  previously 
described  to  Western  Avenue  where  it  turns  at  right  angles  flowing 
along  such  road  to  the  foot  of  the  old  river  bank  where  it  discharges 
as  a 30  inch  pipe  into  a watercourse  which  finally  discharges  into  the 
River  Dee. 

.A.  further  drainage  area  lies  on  the  North  side  of  Sealand  Road. 
Here  a twelve  inches  diameter  cast-iron  pipe  is  laid  to  drain  into  an 
ejector  station  which  raises  the  sewage  to  a level  convenient  to  discharge 
into  the  main  sewer  from  Blacon  at  a point  where  it  crosses  the  roadway 
approaching  the  sewage  works. 

Deeside  Relief  Sewers. 

'I'his  scheme  was  necessitated  by  the  fact  that  the  existing  Dee- 
side  sewer  some  24  inches  in  diameter  which  was  laid  alongside  the 
River  Dee  on  the  North  side  and  drained  an  area  of  about  goo  acres 
had  been  found,  in  times  of  storm  and  even  moderately  heavy  rainfall  to 
g be  totally  inadequate  to  deal  with  the  flow. 

i 

^ Owing  to  its  position  so  close  to  the  river,  the  large  amount  of 

private  property  through  which  it  passes  and  in  particular  owing  to 
the  lack  of  sufficient  fall  the  possibility  of  laying  a new  and  larger  sewer 
on  the  line  of,  or  alongside  the  existing  sewer  wifis  immediately  dis- 
pensed with  and  the  present  scheme  adopted. 
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The  old  24  inches  diameter  sewer  from  Dee  Fords  to  Dee  Lane 
(where  the  42  inches  diameter  main  outfall  sewer  is  joined)  is  on  plan 
in  the  form  of  a semi-circle.  The  new  line  adopted  was  roughly  speak- 
ins'  the  diameter  of  such  semi-circle  and  across  meadow  land.  The 

o 

adoption  of  such  a line  necessitated  a double  crossing  of  the  River  Dee 
which  is  carried  out  by  syphons. 


Existing  subsidiary  sewers  are  intercepted  at  Dee  Banks,  Wal- 
moor  Hill  and  the  Nursery  at  which  points  storm  overflows  are  con- 
structed with  outlets  for  foul  and  surface  water  sewers.  The  diameters 
of  these  sewers  is  as  follows  : — 


Dee  Banks  (Sandy  Lane) 

Walmoor  Hill  

The  Nursery  


Foul  Stwer. 

16  inches 
12  inches 
18  inches 


Surface  Water 
Sewer. 

26  inches 
22  inches 

27  inches 


From  these  storm  overflows  the  various  branches  are  connected 
together  at  the  end  of  Sandy  Lane  to  form  one  20  inches  foul  sewer 
and  one  30  inches  surface  water  sewer.  In  order  to  deal  adequately  with 
the  flow,  from  the  point  these  outfall  sewers  are  constructed  as  inverted 
syphons  20  inches  and  30  inches  in  diameter  and  from  Sandy  Lane, 
therefore,  no  additional  connections  are  made. 


The  twin  20  inches  and  30  inches  syphons  are  laid  from  Sandy 
Lane  down  Dee  Fords  Lane  to  the  River  Dee  at  which  point  the 
30  inches  surface  water  syphon  is  bifurcated  and  the  flow  taken  in  two 
22  inches  diameter  pipes. 

These  two  22  inches  syphons  and  the  single  20  inches  foul  syphon 
are  then  carried  across  the  river  about  five  feet  deep  in  the  bed  or  in 
other  words  about  fourteen  feet  below  normal  river  level.  These  cross- 
ings were  carried  out  by  means  of  using  ball  and  socket  joints  at  various 
points  in  the  pipe  lines  between  the  two  banks.  On  the  meadows  side 
of  the  river  the  two  22  inches  syphons  are  connected  to  form  a single 
30  inches  pipe  and  this  pipe  together  with  the  20  niches  foul  syphon  is 
carried  across  the  meadows  to  a point  opposite  Dee  Lane  in  one  wide 
trench. 


From  this  point  the  20  inches  diameter  foul  syphon  is  laid  across 
:he  river  in  the  bed  to  connect  on  the  Grosvenor  Park  side  with  the 
existing  42  inches  diameter  main  outfall  sewer.  The  30  inches  diameter 
surface  water  syphon  continues  alongside  the  river  on  the  left  bank  to 
a point  opposite  Souters  Lane  where  it  turns  and  discharges  into  the 
river. 
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In  order  to  ensure  tliat  no  pulrelaction  occurs  in.  the  syphons  a 
chlorinating  plant  and  washout  pump  have  been  installed  at  Dee  Fords 
in  a 12  feet  deep  pump  well  with  pump  house  erected  thereon.  It  is 
arranged  that  the  syphons  under  the  river  shall  be  flushed  out  every  day 
with  clean  river  water  so  that  no  silting  will  occur  in  these  syphons 
during  periods  of  minimum  flow. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  whole  area  of  Blacon  which  was  added  to  the  City  in  1936 
is  without  sewers  and  the  houses  are  drained  into  cesspools.  The  closet 
accommodation  in  that  area  is  varied  in  character.  Earth  closets  and 
chemical  closets  have  been  provided  in  many  of  the  houses  whilst  in 
others  water  closets  have  been  constructed.  The  drains  from  the  water 
closets  have  been  connected  with  the  cesspools  and  the  cesspools  have 
overflows  which  allow  the  foul  water  to  escape  either  into  the  sub-soil 
or  into  land  drains  which  ultimately  discharge  into  piped  surface  water 
drains  or  ditches. 

The  circumstances  as  regards  drainage  in  Blacon  are  most  un- 
satisfactory but  it  is  anticipated  a rapid  improvement  will  take  place 
immediately  following  the  completion  of  the  sewers.  Many  of  the 
property  owners  are  making  preparations  for  the  reconstruction  of  their 
drains  and  are  ready  to  start  the  work  when  permission  is  granted  for 
connecting  with  the  sewers. 

Excepting  a few  pail  closets  which  cannot  be  converted  into  water 
closets  owing  to  their  situation  in  relation  to  the  sewers  the  remainder 
of  the  closets  are  on  the  water  carriage  system. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  following  is  a classified  statement  of  the  work  done  in  the 


Sanitary  Department  during  the  year  : — 

Complaints  in  respect  of  nuisances  4^9 

Visits  in  respect  of  nuisances  2653 

Rooms  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases  334 

Rooms  disinfected  for  other  purposes  13^ 

Investigations  into  Infectious  Diseases  290 

Matters  referred  to  City  Surveyor  34 

Tests  applied  to  drains  ••••••  395 

Number  of  premises — 

drains  found  defective  *43 

drains  repaired  

insufficient  drainage  20 

drainage  systems  re-constructed  81 


Ashbins  provided  ^09 

Inspection  in  Courts  84 

Inspection  of  Schools  4^ 

Inspection  of  Stables,  etc 4^ 

Inspections  of  Canal  Boats  7^ 

Inspections  of  Factories  and  Workshops  238 

Inspections  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  431 

Inspections  of  Slaughterhouses  , 1465 

Inspections  of  Butchers’  shops  1667 

Inspections  of  Fishmongers’  shops  254 

Inspections  of  other  food  shops  869 

Inspections  of  Offensive  Trade  Premises  19 

Smoke  observations  21 

House  to  house  inspections  ,. no 

Visits  to  Common  Lodging  Houses  12 

Dwellings,  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  3779 

Visits  in  respect  of  Rat  Nuisances  869 

Visits  of  Licensed  Victuallers  Premises  , 129 

Visits  under  Shops  Act,  1934  ,. 58 

The  following  notices  were  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  : — 

Intimation  489 

Statutory  


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

The  statutory  notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  were 
complied  with,  therefore  no  legal  proceedings  were  necessary. 

Proceedings  were  instituted  in  three  cases  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925,  Section  73,  in  respect  of  the  exchange  of  rags  for 
toys.  Two  (lefendants  were  each  fined  10/-  and  one  other  fined  5/-. 

SHOPS  ACTS,  1934. 

Fifty-eight  visits  were  paid  and  no  cause  for  action  was  found 
necessary.  Otherwise  the  situation  remains  the  same  as  recorded  in 
the  last  .Annual  Report. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

I wenty-onc  observations  were  made  during  the  year  and  in  five 
instances  the  emission  of  black  smoke  was  either  due  to  the  poor  fuel 
being  used  or  to  inefficient  stoking.  As  regards  the  former  the  attention 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  premises  was  called  to  the  matter,  and  from 


the  information  supplied  it  would  appear  there  was  some  difficulty  in 
obtaining  the  desired  quality  of  fuel.  Also  at  certain  periods  there 
appears  to  be  difficulty  in  meeting  the  demand  for  smokeless  fuel  such 
as  coke,  etc.  This  latter  deficiency  is  to  be  regretted  as  we  have  been 
persuading  manufacturers  to  change  to  this  tpye  of  fuel. 

In  comparison  with  industrial  towns  the  atmosphere  of  Chester 
is  quite  good,  but  if  smoke  fromi  domestic  fires  and  from  the  railways 
could  be  eliminated  there  would  be  very  little  ground  for  complaint. 

The  injurious  effect  of  smoke  on  health  and  the  damage  caused 
to  buildings  and  vegetation  cannot  be  fully  estimated,  but  throughout 
the  country  it  causes  waste  of  millions  of  pounds  of  money. 

The  use  of  smokeless  fuel  is  progressing  slowly  and  it  may  be 
generations  before  the  public  can  benefit  from  a smoke-free  atmosphere. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

The  Corporation  Baths  are  indoor.  There  are  two  pools  ist  and 
2nd  class. 

Periodic  bacteriological  examinations  were  made  during  the  year 
of  the  water  in  both  baths  and  on  each  occasion  the  results  were  very 
satisfactory. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

(1)  The  number  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  with  bugs  were 
(a)  Council  houses  122,  (b)  other  houses  40. 

(2)  The  methods  employed  for  freeing  infested  houses  from  bed 
bugs  varied  according  to  the  extent  in  which  the  houses  were  infested. 
In  one  instance  a privately  owned  unoccupied  house  was  found  to  be  so 
extensively  infested  with  bugs  that  it  was  considered  desirable  for  it 
to  be  fumigated  with  hydrocyanic  acid.  The  fumigation  in  this  case 
was  carried  out  by  a contractor  engaged  by  the  owner  of  the  property. 

The  work,  which  was  done  under  the  supervision  of  a sanitary 
inspector,  proved  very  satisfactory. 

(3)  Before  tenants  in  Clearance  Areas  are  permitted  to  occupy 
Council  houses  their  houses  and  belongings  are  examined  for  vermin. 
Where  a house  is  found  to  be  verminous  it  is  thoroughly  fumigated 
and  the  furniture,  beds,  etc.,  again  examined  before  consent  is  given 
for  its  removal  to  other  premises.  When  necessary  bedding  is  removed 
for  steam  disinfection  in  which  case  the  material  is  taken  after  treat- 
ment directly  to  the  new  house. 
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In  some  cases  where  exchange  of  houses  has  been  arranged  with 
a property  owner  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  fumigate  both  houses 
together  with  the  contents. 

(4)  This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority  and  is  done 
under  the  direction  and  supervision  of  the  sanitary  inspector.  Occasion- 
ally objection  has  been  raised  to  fumigation  by  occupiers  of  infested 
houses,  but  the  objection  has  been  withdrawn  when  it  was  explained  that 
they  could  not  enter  into  possession  of  a new  house  until  their  belong- 
ings had  been  freed  from  vermin.  At  the  same  time  they  were  informed 
of  the  danger  arising  from  vermin  and  how  they  would  benefit  in  health 
by  living  in  clean  surroundings. 

(5)  The  tenants  of  Council  houses  are  kept  under  the  supervision 
of  the  House  Property  Department.  This  Department  does  excellent 
educational  work  during  their  visits. 

Each  new  tenant  when  given  the  keys  of  a new  house  is  presented 
with  a copy  of  the  Municipal  Tenants’  Handbook  which  explains  and 
amplifies  the  conditions  and  regulations  of  tenancy  and  gives  advice 
and  instructions  on  the  use  of  fittings,  etc.  After  the  tenants  have  been 
in  occupation  some  months,  the  houses  are  inspected,  the  general  stand- 
ard of  cleanliness  noted  and  the  walls,  skirtings  and  woodwork  are 
closely  examined.  The  tenants  are  encouraged  not  to  paper  the  bed- 
room walls  but  to  use  distemper  or  paint.  They  are  asked  to  report 
any  signs  of  vermin  at  once.  Tenants  are  warned  about  introducing 
secondhand  furniture  and  are  asked  to  take  every  precaution  against 
vermin  if  they  find  it  impossible  to  buy  new  furniture. 

Any  tenants  found  to  be  not  up  to  standard  at  the  first  inspection 
are  watched  and  inspected  at  intervals  afterwards,  and  appropriate 
measures  taken. 


SCHOOLS. 

Forty-two  visits  were  paid  and  such  minor  defects  as  were  found 
in  the  sanitary  conditions  were  notified  to  the  appropriate  authority  and 
received  immediate  attention. 

1 he  memorandum  on  Closure  of  and  exclusion  from  school,  1927, 
is  followed. 
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SPECIAL  CLASSES  OF  PREMISES,  Etc.,  SUBJECT  TO  CONTROL  BY 

THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

No  change  had  taken  place  in  the  number  of  common  lodging 
houses  during  the  year  and  the  accommodation  is  also  unchanged. 

Twelve  visits  were  made  and  such  defects  as  were  found  to 
require  attention  were  immediately  remedied. 

The  /lodging  houses  provide  for  males  only  and  there  is  no 
common  lodging  houses  for  females. 

FRIED  FISH  SHOPS. 

There  are  39  of  these  premises  within  the  City.  They  were 
regularly  inspected  and  found  to  be  well  maintained,  giving  no  cause 
for  action. 


HOMEWORKERS. 

Lists  of  homeworkers  were  received  in  February  and  August. 
The  lists  set  out  the  names  and  addresses  of  thirteen  homeworkers 
resident  in  the  City  and  three  in  other  areas.  The  local  authorities 
concerned  were  notified  in  respect  of  the  latter.  Of  the  remainder  nine 
were  engaged  in  tailoring  and  four  in  boot  repairing.  The  homes 
were  found  to  be  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition  and  were  visited  by 
the  Health  Visitors. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  conveniences  are  supervised  by  the  City  Engineer’s  Depart- 
ment and  have  been  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

LICENSED  VICTUALLERS’  PREMISES. 

Extensive  alterations  have  been  made  in  several  licensed  premises 
during  the  year,  consideration  being  given  in  each  case  to  the  provision 
of  separate  lavatory  accommodation  for  the  sexes  and  private  accommo- 
dation for  the  licensee.  Several  improvements  were  in  band  at  the  year 
end.  In  the  supervision  of  this  work  the  sanitary  inspectors  made  129 
visits. 

RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911  and  1928. 

Two  samples  of  rag  flock  were  analysed  and  were  certified  to 
contain  17.9  parts  and  29.6  parts  of  chlorine  respectively,  per  100,000. 

The  standard  is  30  parts  chlorine  per  100,000. 
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RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

One  rate-catcher  is  engaged  throughout  the  year  in  dealing  with 
vermin  pests. 


The  following  schedule  sets  out  the  work  done  by  the  Rat- 
catcher : — 


Month 

«937. 

No.  01 

Visits. 

Method. 

Kats 

Caught 

J'oisui) 

Traps. 

Januiiry  ... 

79 

42 

27 

69 

February... 

109 

23 

71 

40 

March 

103 

35 

42 

72 

April 

104 

43 

33 

92 

May 

47 

24 

12 

20 

June 

38 

12 

9 

12 

July  

22 

14 

5 

47 

August  ... 

53 

34 

3 

63 

September 

70 

40 

3 

85 

October  ... 

57 

30 

12 

75 

November 

60 

34 

2 

75 

December 

88 

43 

10 

65 

Total 

830 

374 

229 

715 

As  the  Rat-catcher  is  constantly  engaged  in  destruction  of  the 
pest  within  the  City  no  special  arrangements  were  made  during  the 
week  of  the  National  Campaign. 


869  visits  to  premises  were  made  by  the  sanitary  inspectors  for 
the  purpose  of  dealing  with  defects  found  during  action  being  taken  for 
the  destruction  of  rats. 

In  addition  to  premises,  open  areas  were  dealt  with  in  this  work. 

CANAL  BOATS  ACTS,  1877—1884. 

During  the  year  115  boats  have  been  cancelled  from  the  register. 
It  was  considered  desirable  to  check,  as  far  as  p>ossible  the  number  of 
‘live’  boats  on  the  register  and  for  that  purpose  registered  owners  were 
communicated  with  to  ascertain  if  the  boats  registered  under  their  names 
were  still  in  service.  From  this  enquiry  it  was  found  that  96  boats 
were  sunken,  derelict  or  broken  up  and  had  been  placed  out  of  service; 
also  19  had  been  sold  and  re-registered  under  other  registration  authori- 
ties, thus  leaving  148  boats  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  following  schedule  gives  particulars  in  respect  of  the  regis- 
tration of  the  Canal  Boats  and  work  of  inspection  under  the  Acts  : — 


Number  of  Boats  added  to  Register  in  1937  Nil 

Number  of  re-registered  owing  to  structural  alterations  Nil 

Number  of  re-registered  owing  to  other  reasons  Nil 
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Total  Number  registered  to  31st  December,  1936  263 

Total  Number  of  Registrations  Cancelled  1937  115 

Actual  Number  of  Boats  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1937  148 

Number  of  Boats  Inspected  in  1937  72 

Number  of  l^ats  conforming  to  the  Acts  and  Regulations  68 

Number  of  Boats  infringing  the  Acts  and  Regulations  ,. 4 

Total  Number  for  which  the  Cabins  were  registered  254^ 

Total  Number  occupying  the  Cabins  179 

Details  of  Occupation — 

Male  Adults  73 

Female  Adults  , 64 

Children  of  School  Age  ..., 28 

Children  under  School  Age  14 


Details  showing  Numbers  infringing  in  respect  to  : — 

— Registration  — 

— Notification  of  Change  of  Master  — 

3 Absence  of  Certificate  3 

— Certificate  not  Identifying  Owner  with  Boat  — 

— Marking  — 

— Overcrowding  — 

— Partition  (Registration  8,  b.  ii.)  — 

— Females  over  12  improperly  Occupying  — 

— Cleanliness  — 


I Painting  i 

— Ventilation  — 

I Dilapidation  i 


— Removal  of  Bilge  Water  — 

— Without  Pump  — 

— Refusal  of  Admittance  to  Inspector  — 

— -No  proper  Water  Vessel  — 

— Without  requisite  Double  Bulkheads  — 

— Non-notification  of  Infectious  disease  

— Number  of  Boats  detained  for  Cleansing  (not  for  I/D)  — 


5 Total  Cases  met  with.  Total  Cases  Remedied  5 


Number  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  Nil 

Number  of  printed  Notice  Forms  issued  4 

Number  of  Notices  attended  to  4 

Number  still  corresponding  about  Nil 
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HOUSING. 


Good  progress  has  been  made  throughout  the  year  in  all  branches 
of  the  housing  work. 

The  provision  of  new  houses  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
families  dispossessed  in  the  Princess  Street,  Crook  Street  and  Goss 
Street  Clearance  areas  has  been  steady  and  during  the  year  144  houses 
were  closed  and  188  families  involving  699  persons  were  re-housed. 

Included  in  the  number  of  houses  closed  were  5 houses  which 
were  included  in  the  recent  extension  of  the  City,  the  Orders  having 
been  confirmed  following  representation  to  the-  Chester  Rural  District 
Council.  These  five  houses  have  been  demolished-  Two  houses  have 
been  demolished  in  Bowling  Green  Bank  in  respect  of  which  the  owner 
had  given  an  undertaking  not  to  use  them;  as  dwellings  In  addition 

two  adjoining  unoccupied  houses  have  been  demolished. 

A corner  site  purchased  by  the  Government,  in  St.  John  Street, 

has  been  cleared  of  the  houses  which  totalled  7.  Six  of  these  houses 

were  scheduled  for  demolition.  No  action  was  required  by  the  Local 
Authority  to  effect  a clearance  of  the  six  houses. 

The  total  number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year  was  16. 

Six  houses  were  represented  in  accordance  with  the  Housing  Act, 
1936,  Section  ii.  On  being  satisfied  that  the  houses  were  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  orders  for  demolition  were  made,  but  are  not  to  be 
enforced  until  alternative  accommodation  is  provided  for  the  families 
to  be  dispossessed. 

For  the  purpose  of  reviewing  overcrowding  conditions  in  the  City 
all  the  618  houses  which  were  found  to  be  overcrowded  at  the  end  oj 
1936  were  visited  together  with  borderline  cases. 

The  revision  showed  248  cases  of  overcrowding  had  been  relieved 
whilst  36  new  cases  were  recorded.  Of  the  36  additional  cases  only  one 
case  occurred  after  July  ist,  which  was  the  “appointed  day”.  This 
overcrowded  case  was  dealt  with  and  steps  taken  to  abate  the  nuisance. 
Twenty-two  cases  of  overcrowding  were  relieved  by  providing  accom- 
modation for  the  families  in  Corporation  houses. 

.Advantage  has  been  taken  to  arrange  in  some  of  these  cases  to 
transfer  overcrowded  families  into  Corporation  houses  in  exchange  for 
families  removed  from  clearance  areas. 
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As  a result  of  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  producing  relief 
in  overcrowtling  it  appears  that  the  families  concerned  have  in  many 
cases  taken  a conscientious  view  of  the  matter  and  have  voluntarily 
found  means  to  effect  a remedy. 

Other  reasons  resulting  in  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  are 
numerous  but  they  are  mainly  due  to  changes  in  family  circumstances, 
such  as  marriages,  deaths,  or  ceasing  to  take  in  lodgers. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  Year:  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  Acts)  1967 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  5543 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  sub-head 

(i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  15 1 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  377 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  danger- 

ous or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  6 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  512 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  formal 

Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  466 

3.  -Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  section  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(r)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  20 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  20 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 
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(c)  Proceeding’s  under  sections  ii  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  5 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year  406 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  424 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  2720 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  36 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  248 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  1512 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses  have 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  con- 

ditions upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may 
consider  it  desirable  to  report. — See  preamble  to  this 
schedule. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Stipply. 

The  registered  number  of  milk  producers  in  the  City  remains  the 
same  as  last  year,  namely,  16. 

Six  of  the  producers  possess  licences  as  “Accredited”  producers 
under  the  scheme  of  the  Milk  Marketing  Board. 

During  the  year  126  visits  were  made  to  the  premises  by  the 
Veterinary  Surgeon  and  Sanitary  Inspectors.  The  service  of  the 
Veterinary  Surgeon  is  available  free  of  cost  to  all  milk  producers  within 

the  City.  All  dairy  stock  is  under  regular  supervision  of  the  V^t^rinary 
Surgeon. 
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igi  persons  are  registered  to  sell  millv  and  of  that  number  6i 
retail  milk  in  sealed  bottles  only.  There  were  305  visits  to  dairies  and 
milkshops  and  generally  premises  were  found  to  be  maintained  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 

M ilk — Tub  erculosis . 

There  were  44  samples  of  milk  submitted  for  biological 
examination  for  the  presence  of  tuberculosis.  The  samples  were  ex- 
amined in  the  Pathological  Department,  Royal  Infirmary,  Chester. 

Of  the  44  samples  examined  7 (or  15.9  per  cent.)  were  found  to 
contain  tubercle  bacilli.  The  44  samples  concerned  39  herds. 

In  one  instance  the  milk  was  produced  on  premises  within  the 
City  and  subsequent  inspection  resulted  in  the  affected  animal  being 
discovered  and  dealt  with  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925.  Further 
samples  of  milk  from  this  farm  proved  satisfactory. 

The  remaining  6 affected  samples  were  referred  to  the  Medical 
Officers  for  the  areas  concerned  and  subsequent  reports  of  action  taken 
have,  with  one  exception,  proved  satisfactory.  In  this  one  case  the 
affected  source  could  not  be  detected  as  the  milk  supplied  was  a ‘mixed 
milk’  from  a large  number  of  herds. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1936. 

The  following  licences  were  issued  by  the  Local  Authority  during 


the  year : — 

Producers’  Licences — “Accredited”  6 

Pasteuriser’s  Licence  ,. i 

Supplementary  Licences  to  sell — 

“Certified”  milk  , 3 

“Accredited”  milk  2 

“Pasteurised”  milk  i 

Cleanliness  of  Milk. 


To  determine  the  purity  of  the  City  milk  supply  141  samples  were 
examined.  Of  these  85  were  examined  by  the  Methylene  Blue  Test,  and 
by  this  method  20  of  the  samples,  or  23.5  per  cent.,  proved  unsatisfac- 
tory. Included  in  these  85  samples  12  were  “Designated”  milk,  all  of 
which  were  satisfactory. 

The  Bacterial  Count  method  was  applied  to  the  remaining  56 
samples.  Of  these  3 (or  5.3  per  cent.)  were  found  to  contain  more  than 
200,000  bacteria  per  cubic  centimetre  and  were  accordingly  judged  as 
unsatisfactory. 
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The  producers,  retailers,  wholesalers  and  medical  officers  of  the 
district  of  supply,  where  the  tests  either  by  methylene  blue  or  bacterial 
count,  proved  unsatisfactory,  received  intimation  of  the  result  of  the 
examination  and  were  requested  to  co-operate  in  the  production  of  a 
clean  milk  supply. 

A comparison  of  these  figures  proves  the  Methylene  Blue  test 
requires  a higher  standard  in  milk  production  than  that  usually  attained 
in  other  than  Designated  milk. 

As  it  is  a matter  solely  concerned  with  the  application  of  hygienic 
precautions  in  milk  production  and  handling,  it  would  appear  that  not- 
withstanding the  educational  work  which  has  been  done  in  this  matter, 
considerable  improvement  is  yet  desirable. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods  was  carried  out  by  four 
inspectors  possessing  the  necessary  qualifications.  These  inspectors  are 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  marking  of  meat  after 
inspection  in  accordance  with  the  prescribed  methods. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  Register  of  Slaughterhouses,  of 
which  three  are  registered  and  three  licensed. 

Slaughterhouses,  shops,  stalls  and  vehicles,  dealing  with  the 
preparation,  storage  or  retailing  of  food,  are  regularly  kept  under 
supervision. 

In  carrying  out  this  work  4,255  visits  were  made  in  addition  to 
attendance  at  the  Public  Abattoir. 

In  discharging  the  onerous  duties  under  this  heading  a consider- 
able proportion  of  the  hours  of  duty  of  the  Inspectors  is  taken  up,  as  the 
supply  of  clean  food,  free  from  disease,  is  an  asset  of  inestimable  value 
in  safeguarding  the  health  of  the  public. 

I his  work  was  discharged  smoothly,  and  only  on  one  occasion 
was  it  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings.  This  occasion  arose 
out  of  a contravention  of  the  Chester  Corporation  Act,  1929,  Section  81, 
m respect  of  a cow  which  was  exposed  for  sale  in  the  Smithfield.  The 
animal  was  seized  by  reason  of  it  being  diseased  and  unfit  for  human 
food.  I he  defendant  was  fined  _;^5  ^nd  ordered  to  pay  ^T  is.  special 
costs. 
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The  following  statistics  set  out  the  slaughtering  which  took  place 
in  the  City  : — 


Place. 

Cattle  (not 
including) 
Cows. 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Public  Abattoir 

1352 

156 

786 

8707 

1444 

12445 

Private  Slaughterhouses  ... 

1224 

48 

33® 

7174 

00 

M 

1 

10494 

Total 

2576 

204 

1 1 16 

15881 

3162 

22939 

For  the  purposes  of  food  inspection  the  following  visits  were 


made  to  : — 

Slaughterhouses  (not  including  Abattoir)  1465 

Butchers’  Shops  1667 

Fishmongers’  Shops  , 254 

Other  food  shops,  stores,  etc , 869 


Total  ...  4255 


The  following  is  a list  of  Food  condemned  during  the  year: — 


Articles  Condemned. 

Number. 

Reason  for  Condemnation. 

BEEF. 

Carcases  and  offal... 

35 

Generalised  Tuberculosis 

Carcase  and  offal  ... 

I 

Emaciation  & Febrility 

1,  M •••  ••• 

I 

Septicaemia 

Organs  or  portions  of  carcases 

427 

Localised  Tuberculosis 

• » yy 

137 

Parasitic  and  other  conditions 

MUTTON. 

Carcases  and  offal ... 

I 

Febrile 

Organs  or  portions  of  carcases 

... 

125 

Parasitic  & other  conditions 

PORK. 

Carcases  and  offal ... 

8 

Generalised  Tuberculosis 

yy  )i  • • • • • • 

3 

Febrile 

Carcase  and  offal  ... 

I 

Multiple  Abscesses 

Organs  or  portions  of  carcases 

283 

Localised  Tuberculosis 

yy  yy 

65 

Parasitic  and  other  conditions 

VEAL. 

Carcase  and  offal 

• ■ • 

3 

Septicaemia 

yy  yy  •••  ••• 

• • ■ 

I 

Umbilical  Pyaemia 

Organs  

• • • 

15 

Localised  Tuberculosis 

,,  or  portions  of  Carcases 

... 

22 

Other  Conditions 
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Articles  Condemned. 

Number 

Reason  fob  Condb.mnation. 

FISH. 

Decomposed  or  otherwise 

Cod,  fillets  (stones) 

35 

„ „ [unfit 

Cod,  whole  (stones) 

3 

J»  1* 

Haddock  ^boxes)  ... 

7 

n 

Mixed  fish  (boxed) 

I 

i>  J» 

Prawns  (tin) 

I 

if  M 

FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLES. 

• ) )) 

Tins (mixed) 

244 

ff  >} 

Tomatoes  (tins) 

96 

if  ?) 

Pickles  (Bottles)  ... 

138 

t)  a 

Raspberries  (baskets) 

64 

i»  M 

Black  Grapes  (lbs)... 

22 

ii  >1 

Brazil  Nuts  (Sack)... 

2 

if  ft 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Imported  Beef  (lbs) 

696 

Imported  Lamb  (lbs) 

25" 

if  »• 

Imported  Lambs’  Liver  (tins) 

3 

»>  if 

Sausages  (lbs) 

78 

Sliced  Sausages  (packets) 

12 

rf  a 

Spiced  Ham  (tins) 

3 

a f t 

Ox  Tongue  ,, 

2 

it  if 

Jellied  Veal  „ 

2 

if  if 

Corned  Pork  ,, 

I 

• » 

Meat  Pies  ... 

86 

Potatoe  Crisps  (packets)  ... 

86 

))  >» 

Puff  Paste  (packets) 

30 

if  if 

Stilton  Cheese 

I 

Imported  Eggs  (dozens) 

473 

ff  ft 

Estimated  weight  of  food  stuffs  condemned  : - 15  tons.  10  cwts.  4 qrs. 
CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED,  1937. 


Cattle 

Sheep  A 
l.ambs. 

("excluding) 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Pigi. 

Number  Killed 

2576 

204 

I I 16 

CO 

00 

3162 

Number  Inspected  ... 

2576 

204 

I 1 16 

15881 

3162 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

2 

4 

I 

4 

or  Organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 

98 

17 

I I 

109 

54 

inspected  affected  with 

Disease  other  than 

Tuberculosis 

3-8 

9’3 

i’3 

07 

I 2 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

23 

12 

8 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  Organ  was  condemned 

51 

8 

219 

169 

Percentage  of  the  number 

affected  with  Tuberculosis 

7'4 

308 

07 

7-1 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT. 

Eig'ht  new  licences  and  55  renewal  licences  were  issued  to  fit 
and  proper  persons  for  the  slaughter  of  animals. 

There  have  been  no  contraventions  of  the  Act. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS,  1894  to  1925. 

TUBERCULOSIS  ORDER,  1925. 

There  were  seven  animals  dealt  with  under  the  Order  during  the 
year.  Four  of  the  cows  were  found  in  cowsheds  within  the  City  and 
three  in  the  Cattle  Saleyards.  All  the  animals  were  slaughtered  within 
the  City  and  the  subsequent  post-mortem  examinations  proved  them  to 
be  affected  with  advanced  tuberculosis.  In  each  case  the  appropriate 
compensation  was  paid  to  the  owners. 

Notification  in  respect  of  the  administrative  action  taken  in  these 
cases  was  forwarded  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Forty-four  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Pathological 
Laboratory,  Chester  Royal  Infirmary,  for  the  detection  of  tubercle  bacilli. 
Of  these,  seven  (or  15.9  per  cent.)  were  certified  “positive”. 

In  one  instance  the  affected  supply  was  within  the  City.  The 
cow  affected  was  traced  and  duly  slaughtered  under  this  Order. 
Subsequent  samples  from  the  remainder  of  the  herd  have  been  satis- 
factory. 

The  six  remaining  positive  samples  were  from  five  farms  situate 
in  the  County  of  Cheshire.  The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was 
notified  and  necessary  action  taken,  reports  of  which  have  since  proved 
satisfactory. 

During  the  year  1 have  made  frequent  examinations  of  the  dairy 
stock  in  the  City  shippons  and  have  regularly  attended  the  Cattle  Sale- 
yards  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  livestock. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Aldred, 

Veterinary  Surgeon. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 

There  were  180  samples  of  food  and  drugs  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  for  analysis. 

Of  this  number,  76  were  taken  formally  and  104  informally. 

Included  in  the  total  number  of  samples  obtained  there  were 
79  of  milk  (69  formal  and  10  informal). 

Thirty  of  the  milk  samples  examined  (21  formal  and  9 informal), 
were  certified  to  contain  less  than  3 per  cent,  fat  or  less  than  8.5  per 
cent,  solids  not  fat,  as  prescribed  in  the  Milk  Regulations,  1901. 

Nineteen  of  the  milk  samples  found  to  be  below  the  prescribed 
standard  were  from  milk  derived  from  a Friesian  herd  and  it  is  interest- 
ing to  note  that,  whereas  thirteen  of  these  samples  obtained  in  June 
and  July  fell  below  3 per  cent,  fat  the  average  for  solids  not  fat  was  well 
above  8.5  per  cent.  On  the  other  hand,  of  six  samples  taken  in 
December,  from  the  same  herd,  five  contained  not  less  than  4.6  per  cent, 
fat,  but  only  8.4  per  cent,  solids  not  fat.  The  other  sample  taken  in 
December  contained  2.6  per  cent,  of  fat  and  8.6  per  cent,  solids  not  fat. 
The  averages  for  the  nineteen  samples  taken  from  this  herd  throughout 
the  year  were  fat  3.03  per  cent,  and  solids  not  fat  8.55  per  cent,  which, 
compared  with  the  Milk  Regulations,  1901,  were  just  up  to  the  pre- 
scribed quality.  As  the  samples  were  genuine  milk  proceedings  were 
not  instituted. 

The  variations  in  the  composition  of  the  milk  from  this  herd  are 
difficult  to  understand.  The  cattle  are  well  cared  for  and  are  in  excellent 
condition. 

In  bulletin  No.  16  published  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  on  “Variation  in  the  composition  of  Milk”,  reference  is 
made  to  abnormal  conditions  resulting  in  the  variation  of  quality. 
Reference  is  also  made  to  the  influence  of  food  on  the  percentage  of  fat 
in  milk,  but  apparently  no  satisfactory  explanation  is  known.  In  com- 
parison with  the  samples  from  the  herd  previously  referred  to,  the 
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c|ualily  of  milk  from  Friesians  ascertained  in  Dairy  Shows  by  the 
British  Dairy  Farmers’  Association  show  the  average  percentage  of 
fat  in  British  Friesians  to  be  3.67  per  cent,  and  the  solids  not  fat  8.78 
per  cent.  From  results  of  milking  trials  1920-1925,  published  in  the 
Journal  of  the  British  Dairy  Farmers’  Association,  it  is  stated,  of  nine 
breeds  tested,  British  Friesians  showed  that  out  of  165  animals,  57  or 
34.5  per  cent,  were  yielding  milk  below  3 per  cent,  of  fat. 

In  respect  of  the  remaining  eleven  milk  samples  adversely  reported 
upon,  warning  letters  were  sent  in  four  instances,  legal  proceedings 
instituted  in  three  and  no  action  was  found  necessary  in  four. 

One  sample  of  Jam,  when  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  was 
found  to  be  decomposed.  On  examination  at  the  shop  the  remaining 
stock  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  sample  of  sausage  taken  informally  was  reported  to  contain 
preservatives  without  notice,  by  label  or  otherwise,  being  given.  A 
formal  sample  was  subsequently  taken  when  the  required  notice  was 
given.  A verbal  warning  was  given  to  the  vendor. 
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The  administrative  action  taken  in  respect  to  the  samples  ad- 
versely reported  upon  are  set  out  in  the  following  table  ; — 


No.  of 
sample 

1 Name  of 

1 Article. 

13 

Milk  ... 

27 

Milk  ... 

32 

Milk  ... 

54 

Milk  ... 

57 

Milk  ... 

58 

Milk  ... 

59 

Milk  ... 

61 

Milk  ... 

62 

Milk  ... 

63 

Milk  ... 

64 

Milk  ... 

65 

Milk  ... 

55 

Milk  ... 

60 

Milk  ... 

67 

Milk  ... 

68 

Milk  ... 

70 

Milk  ... 

71 

MUk  ... 

72 

Milk  ... 

73 

Milk  ... 

74 

Jam 

Informal 

Sample 

112 

Milk  ... 

113 

Milk  ... 

115 

Milk  ... 

120 

Milk  ... 

1.59 

Sausages 

Informal 

Sample 

169 

Milk  ... 

Result  of  Analysis. 


Action  taken 
(if  any). 


Deficient  in  10%  of  the  fat. 

Fat  4.30%,  Solids  not  fat  8.36%, 
Freezing  point  (Hortvet)-0.51°  C 
No  evidence  of  added  water. 
Fat  3.25%,  Solids  not  fat  8.23%, 
Freezing  point  (Hortvet)-0.532°C. 
No  evidence  of  added  water. 
Deficient  to  extent  of  20%  of  the 
fat. 


Warning  letters  sent  to  retailer  and 
producer. 

Sample  apparently  genuine.  No  action 
taken. 

Sample  apparently  genuine.  No  action 
taken. 

As  a result  of  “following  up”  samples 
57  to  59  and  61  to  65  (inclusive ) no  action 
taken. 


Deficient  to  extent  of  20%  of  the 
fat. 

ditto  ditto 

ditto  ditto 

Fat  2.20%  below  standard  for  fat. 
Fat  2.20%  do. 

Fat  2.10%  -do. 

Fat  2.00%  do. 

Fat  2.60%  do. 

Deficient  in  7%  of  the  fat  and 
contains  3.5%  of  aded  water. 


) Taken  in  “course  of  delivery'”  to  vendor 
> of  sample  No.  54.  See  “Appeal  to  Cow” 
J samples  61,  62,  63,  64  and  M. 

[“Appeal  to  Cow”  samples.  Public  Health 
Committee  instructed  the  Town  Clerk  to 
send  the  results  of  analyses  to  the  pro- 
ducer. , 

Warning  letter  sent  to  vendor.  (See 
sample  No.  60). 


Deficient  in  7%  of  the  fat. 


Contained  4%  of  added  water. 


Contained  1%  of  added  water. 


Fat  2.75% 

Fat  2.80% 

Fat  2.80% 

Fat  2.90% 

Sample  contained  large  number 
of  mould  and  yeast  cells,  indi- 
cating decomposition. 

Slightly  below  standard  for 
solids  not  fat,  but  no  evidence 
of  added  water. 

Deficient  in  3%  solids  not  fat, 
but  no  evidence  of  added  water. 
Contained  3%  of  added  water. 
Addition  of  water  confirmed  by 
the  Freezing  Point  test. 
Contained  2.3%  of  added  water. 
Addition  of  water  confirmed  by 
Freezing  Point. 


Contained  Sulphur  Dioxide,  128 
parts  per  million. 


Deficient  in  13%  of  the  fat. 


Taken  in  “course  of  delivery”  to  vendor 
of  sample  No.  55.  Sample  No.  66  taken 
in  “course  of  delivery”  from  farmer  to 
wholesaler.  Just  up  to  standard.  Warn- 
ing letter  sent  to  wholesaler. 

Taken  in  “course  of  delivery”  from  an- 
other farmer  to  wholesaler  of  sample  No. 

60.  “Appeal  to  Cow”  sample  No.  69 
certified  genuine.  Legal  proceedings  in- 
stituted in  respect  of  samples  67  and  68. 
Producer  dismissed  under  P.O.  Act  and 
ordered  to  pay  costs,  ;£l-15-6. 

“Appeal  to  Cow”  samples  taken  as  fur- 
ther investigation  re  samples  57.  58.  59, 

61,  62,  63,  64  and  65.  Producer’s  attention 
called  to  result  of  analyses. 

Further  samples  of  this  consignment 
could  not  be  obtained,  but  a caieful 
watch  is  being  kept. 

No  action. 


No  action. 

See  sample  No.  120  taken  in  course  of 
delivery  from  wholesaler  to  vendor  of 
sample  1 15. 

Taken  in  course  of  delivery  to  vendor  of 
sample  115. 

Legal  proceedings  instituted  under  Sec. 
4,  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  .-Xct, 
1922.  Case  dismissed  on  payment  of 
costs,  £1-15.6. 

No  notice  of  preservatives  given  at  time 
of  purchase.  Formal  sample  175  taken 
when  notice  of  prcscrv'ativcs  given  by 
label.  No  action  taken. 

Sample  No.  169  (bottled  milk)  was  ob- 
tained from  the  same  retailer  as  milk 
sample  No.  54. 

Samples  Nos.  176  to  180  (inclusive)  were 
taken  in  course  of  delivery’  from  pro- 
ducer to  retailer  and  were  certified 
genuine. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  after  con- 
sideration of  the  circumstances,  instruc- 
ted the  Town  Clerk  to  send  a letter  of 


176 

Milk  ... 

Kat  4.6%,  vSolids  not  fat  8.4% 

177 

Milk  ... 

do. 

178 

Milk  ... 

do. 

. 

179 

Milk  ... 

do. 

180 

Milk  ... 

do. 

warning  to  the  retailer. 

Taken  in  course  of  delivery  following  up 
milk  sample  No.  169.  Bottled  milk  from 
Friesian  Herd. 
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CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  MILK. 

Seventy-nine  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  for  chemical  analysis. 

Out  of  this  number  30  (or  37.9  per  cent.)  were  certified  to  be 
below  the  prescribed  standard  (i.e.,  fat  3 per  cent,  and  solids  not  fat 
8.5  per  cent.). 


The  following  table  gives  the  composition  of  all  the  milk  samples 
submitted  for  analysis. 


Month 

I <>77. 

Sample 

No. 

Fat 

per  cent. 

Solid  s 
not  Fat 
per  cent. 

Month 

1937- 

Sample 

No. 

Fat 

per  cent. 

Solids 
not  Fat 
per  cent. 

Feb. 

12 

425 

8-67 

July 

70 

275 

870 

13 

270 

8-8o 

71 

2'8o 

8 70 

14 

365 

877 

72 

2’8o 

8‘6o 

15 

360 

890 

73 

2 '90 

870 

16 

3'5o 

872 

Sept. 

87 

3 90 

884 

17 

3 20 

8 80 

88 

460 

906 

18 

360 

8-8o 

89 

3'65 

887 

19 

3 20 

8-8o 

90 

415 

8-8i 

20 

3 ‘40 

870 

91 

3 ‘4^ 

8 62 

Apr. 

27 

430 

8-36 

92 

3-85 

905 

28 

370 

8-50 

93 

3 35 

873 

29 

3 76 

902 

94 

3 00 

8-84 

30 

365 

889 

95 

3-65 

8-83 

31 

3'55 

873 

96 

4'i5 

887 

32 

325 

8-23 

97 

410 

8 74 

June 

51 

3'5o 

892 

98 

410 

9‘3o 

52 

375 

8’59 

99 

4'55 

857 

53 

3 40 

890 

1 00 

390 

906 

54 

240 

8 50 

Nov. 

107 

400 

8-8o 

55 

2 80 

8’20 

108 

3 65 

8‘95 

56 

405 

913 

109 

340 

918 

57 

240 

8'6o 

no 

320 

8-8o 

58 

2 40 

870 

1 1 1 

4 00 

8 80 

59 

2‘40 

870 

1 12 

4-25 

8’4o 

60 

280 

890 

113 

4'io 

820 

61 

2'20 

8'3o 

114 

4-25 

8'89 

62 

220 

870 

115 

4‘io 

820 

63 

210 

850 

1 16 

375 

8 77 

64 

200 

8 60 

117 

4'30 

872 

65 

260 

8-6o 

118 

305 

8-87 

66 

3 00 

900 

119 

4'20 

8-85 

67 

3*20 

8'20 

120 

450 

8-30 

68 

2 95 

7-90 

121 

420 

8-8o 

69 

3-60 

8.65 

Dec 

166 

3'5o 

8-50 

167 

4‘35 

907 

168 

4’io 

8-86 

169 

2 60 

8’6o 

Total  Samples  

79 

170 

3 '65 

8'8i 

No.  of  Samples  below  standards 

I7I 

37® 

8'66 

of  Milk  Regulations  1901. 

172 

176 

3 45 

4' 60 

005 

840 

30  or  37  9 

177 

4'6o 

8 40 

verages 

) f^at  3 54% 

178 

460 

8‘40 

1 Solids  not  Fat  8-69% 

179 

4.60 

840 

180 

4 60 

8 40 

The  average  quality  of  the  milk  tested  is  lower  than  has  been 
experienced  over  several  years,  but  if  the  nineteen  samples  obtained 
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from  the  Friesian  herd  are  eliminated  from  the  total  the  averages  for 
the  remaining  sixty  equal  : — fat  3.73  per  cent,  and  solids  not  fat  8.74 
per  cent.,  which  compare  favourably  with  previous  years. 

REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  ANALYST. 

During  1937  I received  180  samples,  76  of  which  were  formal 
and  104  informal,  as  set  out  in  the  following  table  : — 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  I928. 


ANALYSES. 

ADULTERATED  SAMPLE 
ETC. 

Article 

Formal 

i In- 
loruial. 

Total. 

Formal 

1 In- 
lormal. 

Total. 

Milk 

69 

10 

79 

2 1 

9 

30 

Sweets 

6 

6 

• • • 

Beer 

6 

6 

Margarine 

4 

Butter 

4 

4 

Cream  (Tinnedj 

4 

4 

,.  (Fresh) 

4 

4 

Tea  ... 

4 

4 

Jams 

3 

3 

1 

I 

Mincemeat  ... 

3 

3 

Ice  Cream 

3 

3 

Sausages 

1 

3 

4 

I 

1 

Lard  ... 

2 

2 

Plain  Flour 

2 

2 

Glycerine 

2 

2 

Castor  Oil 

2 

2 

Olive  Oil 

2 

2 

Cooking  p'at 

2 

2 

Peas 

2 

2 

Coffee... 

2 

2 

Custard  Powder 

2 

2 

Condensed  Milk 

2 

2 

P'ish  Pastes  ... 

2 

2 

Rice 

2 

2 

Bread 

2 

2 

Self-Raising  Flour  ... 

2 

2 

Pineapple  (Tinned) 

2 

2 

Pears  (Tinned) 

2 

2 

Mixed  Dried  Fruit  ... 

2 

2 

Ground  Ginger 

2 

2 

Fruit  Wines  ... 

2 

2 

Sardines 

2 

2 

Whisky 

2 

* ■ • 

2 

Rum  ... 

2 

2 

Port 

2 

2 

Milk  Stout 

I 

I 

Stout  ... 

I 

I 

Fruit  Salad  ... 

I 

1 

... 

Currants 

I 

I 

Oranges  (Tinned)  ... 

I 

I 

Candied  Peel 

I 

I 1 

Baking  Powder 

r 

I 

Camphorated  Oil 

I 

I 

Syrup  of  Figs 

I 

I 

Fumigating  Block  ... 

I 

r 

... 

... 

Totals 

76 

104 

180 

21 

" 1 

1 

3* 

49 


Of  the  above  30  samples  of  milk  (21  formal  and  9 ‘appeal  to  the 
cow’),  were  found  to  be  below  the  standards  of  3 per  cent,  fat  and 
8.5  solids  not  fat.  Four  of  the  milk  samples  found  to  be  below  8.5  per 
cent,  for  solids  not  fat  were  genuine  milk,  there  being  no  evidence  of 
the  addition  of  water  as  shown  by  the  satisfactory  Freezing  Points. 

One  sample  of  jam  contained  yeast  and  mould  cells  showing 
decomposition. 

One  informal  sample  of  sausage  contained  preservative  and  no 
notice  had  been  given  of  this  fact.  The  amount  of  preservatives  in 
this  sample  was  in  accordance  with  the  Preservatives  in  Food  Regula- 
tions. 

The  remaining  samples  were  genuine. 

(Signed)  Harold  Lowe,  m.sc.,  f.i.c. 

CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  OF 

FOOD. 

The  chemical  examination  of  food  is  undertaken  by  the  City 
Analyst  whilst  the  bacteriological  examination  of  milk  is  carried  out  in 
our  own  Municipal  Laboratory. 

Samples  of  milk  for  examination  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle 
Bacilli  are  sent  to  the  Chester  Royal  Infirmary. 

In  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  the  Local  Authority  is 
required  to  send  samples  of  the  suspected  food,  together  with  other 
material,  to  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

NUTRITION. 

The  scheme  for  the  provision  of  free  milk  to  badly  nourished 
school  children  was  continued  during  the  year  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Education  Authority,  and  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  School 
Medical  Officer  for  1937. 

SHELL  FISH  (MOLLUSCAN). 

There  are  no  shell  fish  beds  or  layings  within  the  boundary  of  the 
City  of  Chester. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER.  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  during  the  fifty-two  weeks 
ended  ist  January,  1938,  are  as  follows  : — scarlet  fever  222,  diphtheria 
1 13,  enteric  fever  i,  pneumonia  62,  erysipelas  12. 

Puerperal  fever  (39  weeks  ended  2nd  October,  1937)  2. 

Puerperal  pyrexia  (52  weeks  including  from  3rd  October  cases 
previously  notifiable  as  puerperal  fever)  10. 

The  notification  of  infectious  disease  per  1,000  population  is  as 


follows  : — 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Scarlet 

Fever, 

Diphtheria. 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas, 

England  and  Wales 

0.05 

2-33 

1.49 

1.36 

0-37 

Smaller  Towns  — 

0.04 

2.42 

1.38 

1.20 

0-34 

Chester  

0.02 

4-97 

2-53 

1.38 

0.26 

The  rates  for 

puerperal 

fever  : 

and  puerperal 

pyrexia 

are 

best 

expressed  per  1,000  total  births. 

Engl.ind  and  Wales. 

Smaller  Towns. 

Cheiter 

Puerperal  fever  | 

Puerperal  pyrexia  f 

13-93 

11.52 

17 

•9 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  was  carried  on  during  the  year. 


The  total  number  of  children  immunised  was  359,  and  in  addition 
45  children  were  subjected  to  the  schick  test  following  immunisation, 
and  of  these  44  were  schick  negative. 

Since  the  inception  of  this  scheme  nearly  5,000  children  have  been 
immunised. 

The  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  diphtheria  anti-toxin  for  use 
in  emergency  and  necessitous  cases  remains  as  before.  A medical 
practitioner  can  obtain  at  any  hour,  day  or  night,  a supply  of  anti-toxin 
from  the  Town  Hall. 

Similarly  throat  swabs  from  suspect  cases  of  diphtheria  can  be 
sent  to  the  Town  Hall  after  office  hours.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
or  his  Deputy,  are  informed  of  the  message  and  place  the  swab  on 
the  appropriate  medium,  incubate  overnight,  aiui  a report  is  issued  to 
the  medical  practitioner  in  the  morning. 

Delay  in  the  investigation  of  a case  is  thus  reduced  to  a minimum. 

I his  facility  is  available  on  Sundays  in  addition. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1937. 
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CLEANSING  AND  DISINFESTATION  OF  VERMINOUS 
PERSONS  AND  THEIR  BELONGINGS. 

A shampoo  station  is  freely  used  for  the  cleansing  of  heads  of 
school  children.  In  cases  of  body  vermin,  which  are  fortunately  few, 
they  are  treated  at  the  Disinfecting  Station  at  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
where  clothes  and  bedding  are  also  treated.  Occasionally  we  are  asked 
to  deal  with  an  adult,  who  is  dealt  with  in  a similar  fashion. 

CANCER. 

Facilities  for  the  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Cancer  are  avail- 
able at  the  Chester  Royal  Infirmary  which  is  equipped  with  Radium 
Deep  X-Ray  Therapy  and  Endo-diathermy  supplied  by  the  Cheshire 
and  North  Wales  Group  Executive  of  the  British  Empire  Cancer 
Campaign. 

The  Radium  Department  was  opened  in  1930  and  Dr.  Ralston 
Paterson  of  the  Christie  Hospital  and  Holt  Radium  Institute,  Man- 
chester, acts  as  consultant. 

Cases  of  cancer  are  sent  from  the  City  and  surrounding  areas. 
Beds  are  available  for  in-patient  treatment  in  the  Royal  Infirmary. 

City  Cases  can  be  admitted  to  the  City  Hospital  administered  by 
the  Local  Authority,  but  only  operative  treatment  can  be  undertaken 
and  if  Radium  or  Deep  X-Ray  Therapy  is  necessary,  cases  may  be 
transferred  for  treatment  in  the  Royal  Infirmary. 


DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  IN  1937. 


Age  Periods. 

Males 

Fe- 
1 lales 

0 

I 

I 

• • • 

5 

• • • 

• • • 

15 

• • • 

I 

25 

I 

• • . 

35 

2 

2 

45 

2 

5 

55 

12 

12 

65 

'7 

17 

75  and  upwards 

6 

9 

Totals 

40 

47 
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Classification  of  deaths  from  cancer  according  to  site  of  disease  : 

Mates.  Females. 


Tonsil  

Larynx  

Mediastinum  .. 

Thyroid  

Antrum  

Lung  

Tongue  

Pharynx  

Oesophagus  ... 

Stomach  

Duodenum  

Small  intestine 

Colon  

Rectum  

Pancreas  

Liver  

Gall  Bladder  .. 
Peritoneum  ... 

Prostrate  

Bladder  

Kidney  

Skin  

Bone  

Breast  

Uterus  

Cervix  Uteri  . 
Ovary  


I 


I 

I 

1 

2 

13 

I 

7 

7 

I 

5 


2 

2 

1 

2 

I 


7 


7 

2 

3 

4 


1 

2 

1 
6 

3 

2 

I 


Total  40  47 


BLIND  PERSONS  ACT,  1920. 

The  care  of  the  blind  in  Chester  has  been  delegated  to  the  Chester 
Society  for  the  Home  Teaching  of  the  Blind.  The  Local  Authority 
has  adopted  a scheme  for  regulating  the  financial  assistance  given  to 
them  and  their  position  has  been  improved  during  the  year.  A general 
supervision  of  the  work  of  the  Society  in  Chester  is  undertaken  by  the 
Local  .A^uthority  and  the  homes  of  the  blind  visited  and  their  comfort 
seen  to  as  far  as  possible.  The  Local  Authority  have  two  representa- 
tives on  the  Committee  of  Management. 
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There  were  8g  persons  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  and 
the  Local  Authority  paid  to  the  Society  ;!£'2,g55  in  the  year,  and  have 
estimated  ;^3,322  for  the  current  year.  There  have  been  fourteen 
licences  issued  for  wireless  sets  to  blind  people. 

The  Health  Visitors  paid  290  visits  to  Blind  Persons  during  the 

year. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Notified. 

Cases  Treated. 

Vision 

Vision 

Total 

Deaths. 

At  Home. 

In  Hospital 

Unimpaired. 

Impaired. 

Blindness. 

2 

I 

I 

I 

2 

— 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925,  SECTION  66. 

.A  scheme  under  this  section  was  approved  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  and  it  is  hoped  to  have  this  schemie  in  operation  in  the  near 
future. 


TUBERCULOSIS,  1937. 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  mortality  during^ 
1937  are  given  below  : — 


Age  Periods. 

NEW 

Respiratory 

CASES. 

Non-Respiratory. 

DEA 

Respiratory. 

THS. 

Non-Respiratory. 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Mates 

Females 

0 — 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

t 

I — 

0 

2 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

S—  

2 

2 

5 

I 

0 

0 

2 

0 

15—  

5 

3 

0 

2 

2 

4 

I 

2 

25—  

8 

4 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

I 

35—  

6 

4 

0 

0 

7 

I 

I 

0 

45—  

6 

I 

0 

2 

7 

n 

:> 

0 

0 

55—  

3 

I 

0 

0 

6 

I 

0 

0 

65  and  upwards... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

30 

17 

6 

6 

24 

12 

4 

4 

During  the  year  four  deaths  occurred  in  non-notified  cases,  two 
pulmonary  and  two  non-pulmonary. 

In  two  cases  the  doctor  concerned  gave  a satisfactory  explana- 
tion. The  third  case  was  certified  by  the  coroner  and  the  fourth  was  an 
inward  transfer. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 
REGULATIONS,  1925. 

I here  has  been  no  occasion  to  act  on  this  regulation. 


Infant  Mortality  during  the  Year  1937. 
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Nett  Birihs  in  the  year,  legitimate,  625 ; illegitimate.  31  Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants,  37  ; illegitimate  infants. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during-  1937  and  previous  years. 


Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water),  4,142 
No.  of  inhabited  houses,  i r.yyo. 

* Total  deaths  occurring  in  Chester  whether  of  residents  or  non-residents. 

t Births  and  deaths  corrected  for  these  births  and  deaths  properly  belonging  to  Chester,  but  occurring  outside  the  Distritt 
or  occurring  in  the  District  but  properly  belong  outside. 


NKT  IJKATHS  AT  THK  SUBJOINED  AGKS  OK  “ KKSIDENTS"  WHKTIlkK 
OCCURUINli  WITHIN  OK  WITHOUT  THE  DISTRICT. 
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/Idministration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts,  1901  & 1907 

IN  CONNKCTION  WITH 

Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces,  and 
Homework,  1937. 

1.  INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of 

Nuisances. 


Premises. 

(I) 

Inspections 

(2) 

Number  of 

W ritten 
Notices 

(3) 

Prosecutions 

(4) 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

II4 

_ 

___ 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  .. 

134 

7 

— 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

Total 

248 

7 

— 

2 DEFECTS  FOUND. 


No 

. of  Defects. 

Particulars. 

Number 

of 

Referred 

Prosecu- 

(I) 

Found 

Femed’d 

to  H.M. 
Inspect 'r 

tions. 

(2) 

(3) 

(4') 

(.s) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  ...  

4 

4 

— 

— 

Want  of  Ventilation  

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances  ...  

I 

r 

X 

- 

— 

Sanitary  ( insufficient 

accommodation  ] unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

3 

3 

( not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factory  & Workshop  Act : 

Other  Offences 

I 

— 

I 

— 

Total  

9 

8 

I 

Nil 

OUTWORK  IN  UNWHOLESOME  PREMISES. 


Section  io8. 


Nature  of  Work. 

Instances 

(2) 

Notices 

Served. 

(3) 

Prosecutions 

0) 

Wearing  Apparel  . — 

Making,  &c,  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cleaning  and  Washing  

n 

n 

